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February 20, 2006
Literary Agent/Literary Agency
Literary Agency Address
Dear Mr./Ms. Agenct,

Every generation, every twenty years, a book comes along that changes the discourse about Western culture and art.

Virgil Thomson’s “The State of Music” (1939).  Aside from being the only composer to win a Pulitzer Prize for a film score, Thomson is considered the greatest music critic of the twentieth century.  A chapter of Play is devoted to an update
 of one of the most famous chapters from his most significant book.

John Cage’s “Silence” (1961).  The greatest music theorist of the twentieth century, his completely silent      4’ 33” was a watershed moment in the history of Western music.  The Epigraph to Play is, “After Silence, Comes Play,” and the Afterword is devoted to a reconsideration of “Silence,” a collection of Cage’s lectures, his most famous and most often quoted book.

Douglas R. Hofstadter’s “Gödel, Escher, Bach” (1979).  Published by an academic press, this surprise bestseller went on to win a Pulitzer Prize, although it has garnered very little respect within the three fields (mathematics, fine art, music) that it purports to describe.  It remains popular with computer scientists interested in artificial intelligence, and with the general public.  A chapter of Play is devoted to a critique of this unusual work.

Barry Drogin’s Play (2006).  Twentieth Century Music magazine called him “an authority on contemporary music-theatre and opera.” After one performance of Alamo!, winner of multiple ASCAP awards and performed around the world, he was proclaimed “the biggest thinker in show business.”  A New Music Connoisseur columnist and NewMusicBox feature writer, composer and annual performer of the theme song of the international NewOp meetings, Drogin has fashioned Play, a book in the tradition of Thomson, Cage and Hofstadter, a book that will come to represent twenty-first century thinking about art and culture.

What is Play about?  It’s about what comes after post-modernism.  It’s about why we continue to create.  We create aesthetic experiences because we like to play.  A simple book, a profound book, a controversial book, a playful book, a book for our time, and for all times.

Book proposal available upon request.  An SASE is enclosed for your reply.  Thank you for your consideration and time.  This is a multiple submission.

Barry Drogin/Not Nice Music

barry@notnicemusic.com/212-243-8784
� Alex Ross of The New Yorker has called this update “excellent and very just.”





